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- Engrossed Bills—Martin, chairman; Patton, Matlock,
King, Pope.. - -

Egtrollcd [ Jls—Cooper, chairman; Fowler, Traylor, Kle-
berg, Peacock. A

Senator Traylor moved that 200 copies of the list of
committees be printed. .

Senator Shannon moved to amend vy adding 200 copies
of the Rules of the Sepateér A

Amendment accepted, and motion adopted as amended.

Senatur Traylor offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Sérgeant-at-Armg be authorized to purchase
postage stamps and stationery necessary for the use of the Senate.

Adopted. )

Senator Jones called up his resolution.

‘Senator Johnson of Collin offered the following amend-
ment: ‘“Amend by striking out ‘fifty copies’ and insert-
ing ‘five copies.’” .

%enator avis offered the following amendment: “Amend
by striking out ‘four cents per copy’ and’ imserting ‘pro-
videl they can be obtained at a cost not exceeding three
cents per copy.’”

Senator Gooch moved that the resolution and amend-
monts be referred to the Committee on Public Printing.

Adopted.

Senator Gibbs offered the following resolution:

Be it resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms furnish the Senate with
two large maps of the State of Texas, one to be suspended on each
side of the Senate chamber. :

Lost.

On motion of Senator Davis, the Senate adjourned until
{o-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

THIRD DAY.

SENATE CHAMBER,
AvsTIN, January 11, 1883,

The Senate met pursnant to adjournment. Lieutenant-
Governor Storey in the chair.

Roll called. Quorum present.

Prayer by the Chaplain.

On motion of Senator Shannon, the reading of the jour-
nal of yesterday was dispensed with,

Benator Terrell, chairman of the Cenate committee to
act with a like committee from the House to wait on the
Governor and inform him of the orgapization of the two
houses, also that they were ready to réceive any communi-
cation frcm His Hxcellency, reported that dnty per-
formed.

Senator Harris offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be required to provide for
the Secretary of the Senate a raised platform in frc .t of the Presi-

dent’s stand, and to provide all necessary chairs and wbles for the
committee rooms, and tables for the clerks of the {enate.

Adopted.

Senator Johnson of Collin, offered the following resolu-
tion: : .

Resoloed, 'That the Committee on Judicial Districts be required to
ascertain and report as soon as practicable the numher of days of
actual session of the district courts in each countiy und judicial
districl-uf this State during the year of 1882, and a like report for
the ycur 1881.

Message from His Excellency, the Governor.

Senator Chessley moved to refer the resolution of Sena-
tor Johuson of Collin to committee on Judicial Districts,
and it was so referred. '

A Committee from the House reported that that = .dy
had organiZed and was now ready for business.

Senator Evans, chairman of the Committce on Public
Printing, submitted the following report:

. CoMMITTEE RooM,
AvsTIN, Janus -y 10, 1883,
Hon. L. J. 8torey, President of the Senate: e e~

Your Committee;on Public Printing, o whom was r., urred Sen-
ate resolution No, 11, and the amendments offered thereto, beg leave
to report that they have had the same under advisement, and r2port
the accompanying substitute for said resolution and amends :nts,
and recommend that#t do pass, - .
Evang, Chairman,

SUBSTITUTE,

Resolved, That each member of the Senate be allowed to sab-
scribe for not exceeding fifty copies of such daily papers published
in this State as he may desire, to be paid out of the contingent
fund, provided such papers can be obtained at a cost of not exceed-
ingi three cents per copy, and contain a complete copy of the legis-
lative proceedings, or a full and intelligible synopsis of the same.

Senator Pfeuffer introduced the following bill: “An
act entitled an act to suspend the sale of the public school,
university and asylum lands, and all vacant and unappro-

riated lands of the State.” Referred to Committee on

ublic Lands.

Senator Buchanan offered the following joint resolution:
“Joint resolution amending section 3, article 7, of the Con-
stitution of the State of Texas.” Referred to Committee
on Constitutional Amendments.

Senator Evans offered the following resolution: “A
resolution to submit certain amendments to article 7 of the
Constitution.” Referred to Committee on Constitutional
Amendmentis.

Senator Evans introduced the following bills: “An act
to amend articles 908 of chapter 2, and 911 of chapter 3 of
the Code of Criminal Proceedure.” Referved to Judiciary
Committee No. 2. B

“An act to amend article 1052 of the Code of Criminal
Proceedure.” Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

Senator Matlock offered the following joint resolutions:
“Joint resolution proposing an amendment to section 4
article 7 of the Constitution of the State of Texas, provid-
ing for the sale of public free school lands, and the invest-
ment of the proceeds of the same.”” Referred to Committee
on Constitutional Amendments.

“Joint resolution proposing an amendment to sections 8
and 9 of the Constitution of the State of Texas, and to
provide for the levy of State and county taxes.” Referred
to Committe on Constitutional Amendments.

“Joint resolution proposing an amendment to section 5,
article 7, of the Constitution of the State of Texas, provid-

.ing for the levy and collection of public free school tax

and poll tax for public free school purposes.” Referred to
Committee on Constitutional Amendments.

Senator Matlock introduced the following bills:

“An act, to be entitled an act to amend article 1107 of
the Revised Statutes of Texas, and to add thereto articles
110%a@, 11076, 1107¢ and 1107d.” Referred to Judiciary
Committee No. 2.

“An act to be entitled an act to repeal section 4, chapter
12, of an act entitled ‘an act defining who are officers of
this State, and to preseribe their rights, powers, duties and
privileges,’ passed by the Seventeenth Legislature, and ap-
proved KFebruary 15, 1881.” Referred to Judiciary Com-
mittee No, 1.

Senator Davis introduced the following bills:

“A bill entitled an act to provide for the payment of
certain debts of the State out of that half of the proceeds
of sales of public lands not belonging to the common school
lands.” Referred to Committee on Eduncation.

“An act entitled an act to amend articles 669 and 670 of
the Code of Criminal Proceedure.””* iieferred to Judiciary -
Committee No. 2. )

“An act to amend articles 245 and 247 of Revised Stat-
utes.” Referred to Judiciary.+ .ommittee No. 1.

FOA4LT
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““An act entitled an act to amend article 714 of the Code
of Criminal Procedure.” Referred to Judiciary Commit-
tee No. .

“An act to amend articles 730 and 731 of the Code of
Cri~~inal Procedure,” Referred to Judiciary Committee
No. 2.

“An aet to repeal the fourth section of an act entitled
an act defining who are officers in this State, and prescribe
‘heir rights, powers, duties and privileges,! approved Feb-
ruary 15, 18817 Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 1.

“An act to provide fur the issnance of writs of manda-
mus and injunctivn in ccrtain eases, and to fix the venue
of the same.” Referred to Judiciary Comraittee No. 1.

“An act to repeal an act entitled ‘an act to provide the
revquisites of indictments in certain cases, approved March
26, 1821.”  Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

“An act to repeal an act entitled ‘an act granting to per-
<ons who have been permanently disabled by wounds re-
~cived while in the service of this State, or of the Confed-
vrate States, a land certificate for 1280 acres of land.”” Re-
ferred to Committee on Public lands.

Senator Gibbs introduced a joint resolution amending
sections 8, 4, 8, 8, article 7 of the Constitution. Referred
to Committee on Constitutional Amendments.

Also a hill to he entitled ¢ An act amending section 570
of revised civil statutes on private corporations.”  Re-
terred to Judiciary Conuaittee No. L

Also a bill to be entitled “An act making certain res-
ervations for »nblic road pnrposes and forbidding the
inc'~«ing of r ne”  Referred to Committee on Roads,
Briages, ete.

Also a bill to be entitled “ An act cstablishing a re-
formatory farm and honse of correction.” Referred to
Committee on Penitentiaries,

Senator Kleberg introduced a resolution amending sec-
tious 3 and 8 of article 7 of the Constitution. Referred to
Committee on Constitutional Amendments,

Senator Buchanan introduced ashill entitled “An act to
awend title 9, chapter 3, of the Penal Code of the State
of Texas, by adding thereto another article to be num-
beved article 317a.”  Referred to Judiciary Committee
No. 2.

Senwror King introduced a bill to be entitled “ An act to
repeal section 4 of article 730, Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure, title 3, chapter 7.7 Referred to Judiciary Com-
mittee No, 2

Sewntor Houston introduced a Joint Resolution proposing
amendment Lo section 3, artiele 7, of the Constitution. Re-
Terred to Comanittee an Constitational Amendments.

Also bl to Le entitled A act to amend article 3201,
chapter 1, utie 62 of the Revised Statutes.”  Referred
to Judiciary Committee No, 1,

Also a joint resolution proposing to amend section 9,
article 8 of the Constitution.  Referred to Committee on
Congtitutionnl Amendments.

Senator Joues introduced a joint resolution making an
appropriation for the settlement of the Robert Wilson
~laim. Referred to Committee on Finance.

. denator Kleberg introduced a bill entitled * An act
© amending article 186 of the Penal Code.” Referred to
Judiciary Committee No. 2.

Senator (ooch introdnced a bill, entitled “ An act in-
creasing the minimum price of the lands belonging to the
State, or any of its funds, to two dollars per acre.”” Re-
ferred to Committee on Public Lands.

Sevator Houston introduced a bill, Ly request, entitled
‘“ An act to provide for compensation to an attoruey, when
appointed by the court to defend any person charged with

crime or misdemeanor.” Referred to Judiciary Commi.
tee No. 2. ,

Senator Traylor introdnced a bill entitled “ An act au-
thorizing the Commissioner of General Land Office to em-
ploy additional clerks, and fixing their salaries.” Referred.
to Committee on Public Lands and Land Office.

The fullowing message from the Governor was taken up:
and read, during the reading of which the President pro.
tem. took the chair:

ExrcouTrve OFFICE, AUSTIN, TEXAS,
January 10, 1383.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Represeniutives in the Legisla-
ture assembled:

You, as the Representatives of the people of Texas, have come to
the capital to enact laws for their government, at & most important
period of the history of the State.

Your fellow citizens feel assured, that they, through your agency,
shape the government to their own liking, according to the will of
the mujority, under the powers, limitations, and restrictions of the-
Constitution.

The blessings of good government have been secured by the'r pre-
vious efforts, and in its enjoyment they are now a satistied people.
An exuberant proaperity fills the country to overflowing at the ores-
ent time. 'I'he glowing prospects for its tuture advancement in the
elements of greatness, is equally encouragin% Its progress during
the last ten years has been unprecedented in the annals of States, on
this continent. It hag, in that titne, emerged from comparative ob-
scurity to a favorable appreciation throughout our sister States, and
throughout tbe pations of Europe. The foundations for much of
that progress were laid before I was clected and becume Governor
of the State, four years ago. During my two adninistrations the .
policy pursued was plainly marked out, Tt was the practical refor-
mation of all of the govermental operations in existence, with such |
udditions vnly, as were in accord with the spirit of the sge, and as
were prompted by the existing condition of the country, and its
pressing wants.

In the pursuit of that policy, there has been in the main a harmo-
nious co-operation by the Legislature and theexecutive officers, sanc-
tioned by the general approbation of the people. Its results in so
short a time have been remarkable.

The advalorem taxes have been reduced from fifty tq thirty cents
on the one hundred dollars worth of property. and the occupation
taxes nearly in the same proportion. An overflowing treasury now
gives promise of an ability for a further reduction. A signal im-
provement in the collection of taxes has been accomplished.

The debt of the State hus been reduced, approximautely in round
numbers, from $5,400,000, on the first of January, 1879, to $4,000,-
000, on the first of January, 1883, a difference of about $1,100,000.
The interest thereof has been reduced proportionally greater, by
calling in the 10 per cent bonds, and issuing 5 per cent bouds in
place of them, in which there was an annual diminution of over
$55.000 interest. The interest on the public debt was anuually
$368,000, da the first of January, 1879, and on the first of January,
1883, $227,000, making a difference of about $140,000 in the interest

Of the $4.000,000 of houded debt less than $1,500,000 of it is
owned by individuals, and over $2,600,000 of it is in the State
treasury, owned by the apecial school funds, the university and other

i funds, the interest on which amount is annually paid to these funds

for vur own benefit.

Our public credit has been so enhanced that it has been difticult to
buy our § per cent bonds at & premium of forty dollurs 1o the one
hundred dollars.

The taxable property has increased from $280,000,000 in 1870 to
$410,000,000, as estimated in 1882,

The permanent fund of the publie free schools has inereased by

| the sale of its lands from $1,629,000 to $5,361,000, on first January,

1883, with a probable increase shortly of over a million of dollars
more by the sales of the reserved lands.

The common free schools have been impr,ved, the length of their
terms have increased cvery year, and the amounts annually appro-
priated to them have been greater, being this scholartic year over
one -~illion of doilars, and the scholastic population Lizs increased
over .ci per cent upon the number of each preceding year, and now
numbers over 295,000

Two normal schooly have been estublished, one for white and the
other for colored pupils, whose expenses at the achools are Liorne by
thr State, in which there are now about two hundred pupils, who
arlf: nelaing taught and trained to become teachers in our public free
schools.

Summer normal institutes have been established dwring the last
t'f]vo years, which have been numeronusly attended by che teachers of
the State.
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" It is proper_here to note our opligations for the liberal contribu-

tions of the Peabody fund to our white norma} sclool, to the sum-
mer normal institutes, and to other free schools in cities and towns
im Texas. :

The Agricultural College, formerly a literary high school in effect,
has been transformed into an ngricultural and mechanical college in
fact, and its rooms are all full of students. )

The University of Texas, its main branch, its medical branch, and
branch for.colored youths. have been located by a vote of the peoFle.
One million of ucres of land have been added fo its fund, the build-
ing for the main university, at Austin, is now being erected, and it,
with its branches, now awaits the intelligent recognizion of the Legs
islature, in such liberal action as will meet the public demand for its
adequate endowment and speedy organization.

The frontiersman no longer fears the tomahawk of the savage Io-
djan, and the expenses of the police and frontier forces’ have been.
reduced to $60,000 for this fiscal year, and their existence at all in
a few years will be a thing of the past. Thetwo penitentiaiies have
been brought to a completion, approximately, and a new lease of
them bas been made, looking to an immediate and gradual increase
of convicts within theig walls, until the room for them is full, with
a provision that leaves the State at liberty to erect another one, and
have it filled with convicts. The administration of the laws in the
courts has been expedited, and their axecution improved generally.

The guarantine operations have been systematized and greatly im-
proved, for the protection of life against the yellow fever, and, at
the .-&:‘r‘;-,e time, ample preparations are being made to facilitate com-
merc¥" intercourse with the tropical regions, .

Agnendid capitol for the State has been contracted for, and is in
"the 5= acess of construction, to be paid for by three millions of
f land, already surveyed, and eet apart for that purpose.
2e hundred leagues of land have heen selected, surveyed, and
~art for the unorganized counties. oo
‘emporary capito] has been erected, and a State gewer for the
i¢ buildings has been contracted for, and will soon be con-
ted. .

“mauent improvements have.been made in all of the Asylums.

..lation and capital have flowed into the country far beyond

vious period. Enterprise, in all of the useful industries,

ohan i guickened and enlarged: .

|- iirioads have been pushed into the heretofore unsettled territory
< the State, until we have now almost no frontier, as it was" form-

erly known, o )

Two branches of a Pacific railrgad have been completed, and now
pass through the State, one through. the northern and the other
through the southern part of Texas, and a third one (the Interna-
tional), will soon bave its connections, by other r ads, through
Mexico to the Pacific ocean. .

Manufactories are starting up over the State, and commerce is

enlarging its proportions to keep pace with the enlarged and varied |

industries of the country, .

Other things have been done, which might be enumerated, that
have contributed to swell the tide of our rapid advancement.

This result is due to the action of the Legislatures, the Executive,
and judicial officers, and employees of the government geserally, to
moral influénces exerted, to the intelligence and energy of our citi-
zens, to the excellent qualities of Texas, in its fertile soils, its cli-
mate, itg vast extent, and its locality, and not a little to the fact,
1hat other States, vorth and east of us, having been settled and de-
veloped, the time had arrived when Texas did, in her turn, become
the inviting field for enterprise. It is a sufficient source of pride,
and _honor that each ¢n¢ of us, as a Texan, in the full measure of
his sphere of action, whether high or low, has besn-an actor in this
grand drama of ‘events, and condition of things, through which

exas hasbeen made to leap into a conspicuous career of solid pro-
gress, noequalled in any former period of her eventful history.

Thue operations of the Government have grown to immense pro-
portiong, as exhibited by the pumerous reports, and other docu-
wents that will be submitted to you, as follows:

Report of the Comptroller. ,

Report of the Treasurer.

Report of the Attorney-General.

- Report of the Commissioner of General Land Office.

Report of the Secretary of State.

Report of the Adjutant-General. .

Report of the Commissioper of Insurauce, Statistics and<_ {istory.

Report of the Fish Commissioner. Ed

Report of the Board of Education, including report of tRe Sam
Houston Normal School.

Report of the Penitentiary Board.

Repors of the Capitol Board on the temporary Capitol.

B Re(}l)ort of tHe Capitol Commissioners, including acts of Capitol
oara.

Report of the Prin.ing Buard.

" State, or probably ot any other

Report of the Board for sale of judgments, explained in Attorney-
General’s report. .

Report of the Beard for State sewer. o :

Report of tire Board of Managers and Superintendent of Lunatic:
Asylum. -

l{eport of the Trustees and Superintendent of the Blind Asylum.
AReport of the Trustecs and Superiatendent of the Deaf and Dumb
Arylum, i o

ly{leport on quarantine, by State Health Officer, Or. Swearengon..

Report of Presidens snd Board of Regents of the University.

Report of the President of the A, and M. College.

Report of the Principal of the Normal School at Prairie View.

Report of the Board for the selection of 300 leagues of land for
unorganized counties. )

Messuge necounting for the expenditure of money.

Svecial message upon rhe claim ot Texas to Greer county, -

History and status of Mercer colony suit, by the attorneys, Messrs
Peeler & Maxey.

Memorial of E.T. Moore, concerning suits for the State and in
escheats, referred to also in report of Attorney-General.

These reports, and other documeants, will present for your consid-
eration a mass of guverninental operations which, in maygnitude and
variety, has never been before é)resented to any Legislature of this

tate, ’ .

1 respectfully refer you to the facts and recommendations con-
tained in them. I can call attention now to only a few of the sub-
jects therein contained. .

In the report which will be made and submitted to you at the
close of my term of offi v, accounting for the money appropriated
for rewards, attorneys” fees, and expenses of suits in which the State
is a party, you will find a considerable amount of it contracted and
paid as attorneys’ fees and expenses. The largest fees have becn
paid for the defense in what is knowo as

’ THE MERCER COLONY SUIT,

to which Mr. A. J. Pecler, of the firm of Peeler & Maxey, is now
giving his attention in the Supreme Court of the United. States, at
Washington City. This is a suit brought against the Commissioner
of the General Land Office, in his official capacity,“and affects the

* interests of the citizens in a very large portion of the northern part

of Texas. The exhaustive exposition of the matters pertaining to
this suit, prepared by Messrs. Peeler & Maxey, having been printed,
will be submitted to you. This is. substantially, a suit against the
State, and having been decided agaimst the Hon. W. C. Walsh, he
had to give a bond, in order to have it carried to the Supreme
Court., Should it not be brought to a termination before the close of -
this session of the l.egislature, it may be proper to make some pro-
vision for that, and for whatever else may be found necessary in the
defense of this sait. :
SUITS AGAINST DEFAULTING TAX COLLECTORS, AND IN CASES OF
. , ESCHEATS.
In the memorial of Mr. E. T. Moore, County Attorney of Travis

. county, and in the report of the.Attorney-General, you will find

Loth of these subjects explaiged, showing an urgent necessity for -

legislation, to cure the defeets which have been found to exist in

the laws relating to them. o
QUARANTINE, .

By the laws of this 8tate, the Governor is placed at the head of
the State quarantine, which is designed to be estsblished on the
gulf, and on the other borders of the State, when decessary, in order
to keep the yellow fever and other infectious diseases out of the
State. His duties oa this subject, for about six months during each
year, have heen very oncrous apd difficult. The laws relat’ng to it,
as now found in the Revised Civil Statutes, is a compilation, .re-.
peating the provisions of four or five laws that hid been previously:
passed at different times, They evidently huve not a proper and
consistent connection throughout, so as to prevent obscurity, and
uncertainty in many respects. ot

. Surh a coastruction, however, has been placed upon them, taken -
all together. as has enabled a system - of operations to be built up in

" their exccution, which wight be much improved by a thorough re-

vision of the law in one complete and consistent enactment. There
has been a constant struggle between trade in the operations of com-
merce and the preservation of the lives of the people. In all ques- -
tions of doubt in this struggle, I have acted in favor of the latter ob-
ject. .

! Texas occupies a position to have a large participation in the val-
uable trade with the tropical ports, It is & great loss to have to
close our ports asainst it for five or six months in the year. Imi-
pressed with the importance of this, efforts have been made by me,
persistently for the last three years, to have dizinfecting houases es-
tablished, as they have in New York and Louisiana, to facilitate
this trade, so far as it can thercby be done consistently with®the
proper protection of life. Scmething has been done on this sub-
jeet, which, together with the operations of the last year, will be fully
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explained hy the report of Dr. B M. Swenaringen, State Health Phy-
sician, which was made at-my reguest. To bis ingelligence, Rrm.
ness and influrnce exerted in that onpacity, in aiding me in the dis-
charge of my duties, I amn macl indebted,  His réport will also ex-
hibit our oblizations to the United Statew for the very material sid
given us, as controlled adl divected by Surgeon Murrsy. in bavinony

with the State authoritie, In the great work performed in conthniny -

the yellow fever a1 Brownsville.. T takie pleacure, also, in nckuowl
eduing my obligationa to 1t ¢ Nutionn] Boprd of Health during each
penr of mﬁr administration. and erpecially to Dr. Beemis, of that
lourd, gt Nuw Orleans, for valuablg information and advice. .
HFIICE OP GOMMISSIONBR O INSURANCE. STATIITICR AND HISTORY
. The present incumbent, in addition to other dittles, has prepared
& book containing » description of Te*as, with & grest deal of care
- dod labor, that is now rcady for eirculation. Copies of it will be
sghimitted for your ingpection. Its cireulatinn, na previously pro-
vided for by law. will, it is belioved, give the most wcearate and ex-
tepsive information of all parts of Texas that has ever been em-
bodied and furnished to the public.

{ie, having. been placed in charge of the public property of the
two houscs of the Legislntuve, has andertaken to have it placed in
the two halls prorured for the Legislature in the temporary Cupited,
and 10 have supplied whatever additiuns are necessary for the Legis-
lature Lo commence its session  Tlicre had been no-appropiiation
made at the lust session to defray the expenseof this prcfmrari:m for
tlie two houses in advance of their mecting, All previous experi
cuce ghows that such an appropriativn should he made at_or hefore
the adjournment of every ses-ion of the Legislature, and, further,
that it should be made the specinl duty of some particular officer to
hav« it done. .

Be hus also given bis sttention, in aid of the Governor, 1o the
subjeet of '

_ : WEIGHTS AND MEASURMA.

Such as were needed for standards, were applied for and obtained

from the United States, by which numerous conntieshave heen sup-

pled upon appitcution, ns required by Tvw on that subject. His ve-

port will exhibit what bas been done. -

THE CLAIM OF TEXAS AGAINST THE UNITED SIATES FOR EXPENSKS
OF FROSTIER PROTHCTION.

Efforts were made during both of my termy of office to have this |

claim adjusted and recogunized. During the last session of Congrens
a bill was passed prescribing” the mapner in which the various
items of the cluim should be prepared, in order to be submitted to
an suditing board at \’Vt\sl\h)&;toq Qity, whose report thereon, when
mude, is to be submitted to Congress for its action.
* In the report of the Ad{ulam-GenemI will be found an explau-
. ation of what preparation has been made and the reasons why noth.
ing wore has been done.. I rofer you particularly to the letter of
the State Comptroller, contained in that report of ihe Adjutant-
General, which exhibits fully the great ditficulties, and the necessary
amount of labor of ¢xperts, and attendant cxpense, in properly pre-

ﬂning that claim for auditing, nceording to the lnw of Congress, -

o this it will be seen that the appropriation of five hundred dol-
lars, made heretofore. to employ rome vpe to prepare said claim for
auditing, was not sufficient to justify the entering upon a work of
such magaitude and of such pecuntury importance to Texas,

You are vespectlully referred to the report of the Capitol Bourd
upon the ' . :

TEMPORARY CAPLTOL,

which will show the diilculties that have been encountered in
carrying out the law of the specinl acssion of 1882, appropriating
fifty .thousaud doljars snd the material upon the old Capitol
grouands, and placing them under the direction of said Board to
Tease, vurchase or erect suitable public buildings for the executive
officers, the higher courts, and for the legisiature.

The Board huviag finally decided to build a house, made & con-
tract witk Mr. James B. Smith, of Austin, as shown in the veport.
Just as tlie stone work of the building had bren completed and the
roof had been placed dpon it, ready for the Un covering (all of
which hud been done rapidly. in a very sbors time, to get the house
ready for the meeting of the present Legishuure), a very severe
wind and rain storm caused the northwest coruer and parts of the
north side and west end of the building to fall.

The portiun of the fractured walls that stood exhibited what was
regarded as dcfective work, in not bonding them sufficiently, and
mxd #n approbension of the safety of the building, if the walls
weére rebuilt as they had been.

There had been pald on the building to the contractor $28,000,
and & considerable porion of the materinis on the Capitol grounds
had been used, leuving to'complete the building the balunce of said
ms:tena!s, and $17,:300, which would not have been sufficient to re-
pair the damnge and complete the building, as it has been done,
upun 4 contract with another person. Tle Bourd was, therslove,

tract,

anxious to have him coulinue the wgrk in such a manner as would
give te the members of tne Legislatiys, and to others having bual-
nesg withia it, full assurauce of the snfety of the buildine fur the
purposes intended. ThHey made bim a proposition for that object.
without having any additional means to pay him for the additional
work, thus made necessary hy the fulling of the walls, to which he
acceded, resnlting in the supplemental contract, referred to in the ro-
port. Pursuant to this contract, the fallen walls have been rebullt .

a0 substantial manner, the walls having been anchored through to
each other, and bracing supports to the walls of the balls in the west
. end have beon constructed, and the house hay been thereby, as it is
" helieved, rendered perfectly safe for use. ‘This work, in addition to

the rebutlding of the walls, has entailed upon the contractor n Inrge
expense, over and above what was contemplated in the original con-
1t is but just to state, that in this and other changes, and ad.

ditions found necessary as the work progressed. the contractor has
exhibited a liberal spirit of self-sacrifice 0 have 1the house properly -
con.pleted in resdiness for the meeting of the Legisintury ab ils
present session. . .

1f he had not done so, after the misfortune of the fall of the
walls, which would not have occurred but for the storm, it would
hiwve been impracticable to have had the houss completed for use
now, if it could have buern robuilt at ull, without a vory <onsiderable
additional expense, and the great expense of renting houses and
rooms would have been continued, necessarily. |

While the Bourd could not, and did not, give him any promise of
ailitional compensation for all of the additional work, necuygsary
to give full assurance of the safety of the building, it is eq’
und vight that he should have it, on the same principle that, ¢
session heretofore held, lately at lenst, persons who have volt,
to make necessury provision in advance for the holding of
of uxg Legislature have been. compensated -for the exps
curred,

There is other work necessary to be done to and about
fov its preservation and utility, which tha Board did no
menus to have doue, and which could not have been done
presenys ime, such as drainage for the foundation, seweiay
ply of water in case of fire, pavemonts, enclosing the lot west
building, and the planting of trees iv it, s0.as to proteet its v
western side from the view of the Goverunr's Mavslon. Th,
essury work is fully set out in a lotter of the Superintendent i
report.

S7c

GOVERNOW'S WANBION,

Tn this connection it may be proper to state that the Mansion
should have the addition of o good ornnmental reaf, that would
turn the water that falls on it on the outside of the walls, und the
walls, espeeially on the north side of it, should be heavily painted,
50 13 Lo prevent the water from penetrating them; which necessury
improvements could not be made to il with the appropristinus here-
tofore made for its improvement.

The report of the

) CAPITOL COMMISSIONERS, .
detailing its action, with that of the Capitol Board. in regard to ahi
that has been done about the permanent State Capitol, renders it un-
necessary to do more than refer your honorable bodies o it. Tt will
exhibit a full account of the expenditiros made for i, including the
twenty thousand dollars placed uader the control of the Governur
at the session of 1881, ,

It the contract for the construction of the building is faithfully
curried out, of which the character and capacity of the contractor
and of his sureties give ample assurance, Toxas will have » maguifi.
cent Capitol, which will be the pride of uli of its people.

STATE SHWER. :

The law providing for thie construction of a State sower is found
only in the act of approprintion of the speclnl session of 1482, in the
following words and figures, to-wit: . ]

“To provide cilicient sewerage for i1ue Lubnatic Asylum, Siate
University, Biate Capitol, and Institute for the Biind, forty-five
thousand dollars, ($46.000,)"

No board huviug becn utherwise expressly cremted for the ovder-
jng of this work, and for the disposition of this fund, the. Comp
trotier was consulted as to what suthority would be recognized as
the proper one for thoss objects. when it was determined thay the
heads of the boards having control of these inwintions, wounld be
so recognized. o ’

‘I herefots, in view of it pressing necrssity, tur the Lunatic Asy-
tum partigiiarly, at present, the Presudent. of the Board of Man-

ers of tie Luunatic Asylum, the Presrdent of the Bourd of Regents
of the University, the Governor, #8 President of the Cz\;)iwl Board,
and the pesident of the Board of Trustees ol the Lnstitute f)r the
Blind, tave acted as State Sewer Board. This Board has appointed
an engineer, had routes se'ected from the imstitutions named to a

oint main, and theace to the Oolorado river, bad a profile made of
1y, obtained tue rigut-uf-way from owners of property, where nec-
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essary in the route, and have let out the contract for its constructing ;
all of which ig fully explained in the report of the State Sewer
Board, to which you are respectfully referred. It is obviously an
omission, in not having expressly named the memb«rs of a bourd to
‘carry this law into effect, which this Legislature can readily supply,
and insure the speedy cowmpletion of this important work for the
State.

A BOARD FOR BUPPLYING WATER TO THE PUBLIC BUILDINGE AND
’ GROUNDS.

The great necessity of supplying water and proper sewerage to
the Lunatic Asyluin caused the board of managers to submit the sub-
ject to the special sesgion of the Legislature in 1882. They had pre-
viously had in contemplution the procurement of the water for that
and other public buildings from the Colorado river, opposite Mount
Burker, near Monnt Bonnell. They hud a survey and profile of the
. route made, with estimates thereon, At the same time two other
plans of supply were prescuted, one to get water from Barton
springs, by the purchase aud use of the water-power of that stream
and the other by what is known as the Holly system.

The Water Works corporalion of this city having contracted with
parties to have this Holly system introduced into the city of Austin,
that plan of supply for the public buiidings and gronnds was
adopted by an act of the Legislature, and an appropriarion of seven
thousand dollars per annum was made, and a board was created 10
carry it into effect.

This board is composed of the Governor, the Presidents of the Asy-
lum Boards, the Capitol Comuissioners, and Pregident of the Board
of Regeuts of the University. The work of the company is pro-
gressing, but ii has not yet been put in operation, and therefore the
board has never been called together for uction under the law., [
did not approve the law, for the reason that I did not believe that
the State of Texas ought to be dependent upon a private corporation
to supply water to its public buildings and grounds, mercly because
the immediate expense of procuring facilities for it might seern to
be, or be promised to be, the cheaper. It was allowed to pass, in
deference to the necessity of getting a watcer supply in some way or
other. No contract having bren made with the compauy, the Legis-
lature may of course repeul the law, or 80 modify its provisions as
that a temporary contract will not bind the State longer than a
more appropriate mode of supply may be adopted.

The report of the board for surveying
THREE HUNDRED LEAGUE8S OF LAND FOR THE UNORGANIZED COUXN-

TIES
will exhibit the proceedings necessary to the accomplishment of that
object, with the amouunts expeunded in this busiuess, In connection
with it will be found an ioteresuing report of Mr. John Henry
Brown, who was appointed and acted on bebalt of the State in the
selection of the lauds.
RAILROADS,

The law authorizes the Governor to appoint some person to act as
State Engineer, who shall have the right and power to compel all
railronds that connect with each other in this State to make their
conpections regular wnd proper, so a3 to nceommodate the traveling
public ou suid roads, and the vight and power to compel said com-
panies to draw the passengers and freight of each other on their
regpective roads and cars; and upon a refusal to comply with these
requirements, such person shall take charge of the road and rolling
stock, and report it to the Govervor. The said road shall then he
ron for the benefit of the State until satisfactory arrangements are
made for a compliance with the Goveroor. Revised Statutes, page
611, Article 4255. .

Although the attention of the Lezislature has been previously
called to this law, no appropriation bus ever been made to pay the
Engiveer, nor to defray the necessary expenses of taking chur-ge of
and of running a railroad.

Any attempt to have enforced it would have been futile. Numer-
ous cases may have happened that should bave been remedied, but
the mecans of obtainingi authentic information of them even, were
not at my commund. Indeed, the great defect of our railroad laws
generally, has been the want of adequate and practicable remedies

" ta enforce what is legally required of them.

Combinations and pooling may be made, the road-beds may be
out of order, the rolling stock may be defective or insufticient,
preferences may Le given to particular places and persons, and nu-
merous other injuries may be done to individuals, and to the public,
without there being any appropriate remedy. Suits for forfeiture,
and for dumages, and statutory threats to take possession of the
roads, are either too remote, trivial, or impracticable to correct
wrongs done by great moneyed corporations, in a way to prevent their
continual recurrence. It will never be otherwise until the State un-
dertakes the correction, by remedies acting directly un those who
manage nnd control the roads and the business transacted on theuw.

INDEBTEDNESS OF CERTAIN RAILROAD COMPANIES TO THE PUBLIC
FREE SCHOOL FUXND.

There has been a controversy about the payment of the interest
on this debt, which has been of long standing. I called the atten-
tion of the last Legislature to it in u special message, in which the
whole subject was fully explained, with an opininn thereto annexed
by the Attorney-General, Hon. George McCormick. .

The immediste cause of this matter being then called to the at-
tention of the Legislature, was, that the company now owning that
part of the branch of the Houston and Texas Central Railway
leading to Austin, known formerly as the Washington County
Railroad, had failed to pay the interest upon the debt of said road,
then due according to the construction placed upon the laws relating
to that debt by tne Comptroller during Governor Davis’ adminis-
tration, which had been subsequently acquicsced in by that depart-
ment, of which default [ had been notified by the Comptroller. -

In that message, I said that *'I have deemed it proper to bring
plainly and fully to the view of the Legis'atare all of the facts, rec-
ords, and laws pertaining to this controversy, so far as I have been
enabled to ascertain them; first, to show why I did not believe it for
the interest of the State for me to undertake an adverticement and
sale of the road; and secondly, for such legislative action as may be
deemed proper to bring this long continued disagreement to a satis-
factory conclusion, if possible.

An act for that ubject was iptroduced, which failed to be passed.
There was no appropriation made to carry the law intoeffect, if the
remedy provided by law had been attempted. For the advertise-
ment and sale of the road would have resulted simply in its being
bought in by the State, us no one would have paid any reasonable
price for a picce of a road under the control of a powerful com-
pany. Aud for the same reason, the State could not have sold the
road, without a sacrifice of its interests, as claimed by its officers,
The attempt to take possession of the road, and use it for the benefit
of the State, without awple means being provided in advance,
would have been worse than useless.

This question of dispute is not confined to this little piece of a
railvoad, but relates to a nuinber of railroads, and involves a Jarge
interest, which should be settled in regard to all of them, by such leg-
islation ns would properly protect the interests of the State, which
right of legislation was expressly retained in the act of 1856, under
which the loan was made,

(Copies of the said special message have been preserved in the Ex-
pcutive Otlice, and®may be furnished to such members as desire
them.)

RAILROAD CERTIFICATES.

Previous to the passage of the law repealing the laws granting
certificates to railroad companies, at the speeinl session of 1882, ap-
plications had been made to me for orders granting certiticales to
tgveral companies, which were refused by me under that clause of
the law reluting to the inspection of a road, which required it to
be reported ‘that the same had been constructed in accordance
with its chiarter, or with the general laws, under which it may be
consituce ed, or with laws in force regulating railroads.” (R. C
Stat., 614.) The defawlt generally was in the failure in point of
time 1o build the road the distance required by the charter or by the
law,

In the numerous investigations relating toapplications for railroad
ceriificates generally, L am largely indebted to the courtesy aud aid
of the present and tormer Attoroey-Generals of the State.

THE ASYLTMS.

These charitable institutions have been well managed in propor-
tion to the means furnished for their support and "gradual enlarge-
ment.

The greatest lack of adequate means and appliances has been in
the Lunatic Asylum.<*At two sessions of the Legislature I have pre-
sented the informalion relating to the number ot lunatics that have
been taken care of in jiils and other places, for the waot of accom-
modations for them in the lunatic asylum, am-usting to several
hundreds each lime. I made an caroest appeal to get ample appro-
priations to remedy this evil at once. Appropristions have been
made, but they have been totally inadequate, as they have been used,
and Luve been expected to be used, in the erection of large, fine and
costly houses. Lt requires onc or two years to build such houses,
and the lunatics have increased faster than the room to accommodate
them in such houses as could be provided under the appropriations
that have been made. And 20 it will continue indefinitely without
some change in the amounls of the appropriations or in the charac-
ter of the buildings erected. Fortunately, in one respect, the burn-
ine of one of the buildings at the Lunatic Asylum has created a ne-
cessity that has taught & useful and practical lesson, which is,
that a larze woaden building, that cost only fourteen hundred dol-
lars, was built in a few weeks, and 14 now furnishing comfortable
quarters for a considerable number of lunaties. Fifty thousand
dollury so spent could be made the means of accommodating every
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lunatic in the State in six months or less time, and it would be a
profitable and humane investment to the country if the houses
shpuld be torn down, if of no further use. after better structures
could be erected. - .

THE JUDICIARY.

There has been a marked improvement in the execution of the
laws in both civil and criminal cases. The creation of the Commis-
sion of Appeals toaid *he Supreme Court, and the Court of Appeuls
in civil cases, has beon of much service in enabling those courts to
dispatéh their business, and thereby prevent the unreasonable
delays in litigated cases which had so long been a just canse of
complaint.

The gentlemen appointed to fill positions in that court have
labored arduously, with an ability that has entitled them to respect
and full confidence.

In the district courts there has been a gradual improvement in
the administration of the laws of the State, by men of experience
and ability consenting to hold the office of district judge. In those
districts wherein district attorneys have been appointed or elected,
the criminal laws have been wvencrally much more ctliciently en-
forced. In the more populous counties the county attorneys have

enerally done well in prosectiting eriminals.  Our jury law, as per-

ected and carried into effect, has b en of great service in producing

this result. The great defects in the execution of our criminal laws
are, first, the want of experience and ability in the attorneys repre-
senting the State to meet the great ability of the bar opposed to
them. This [ say without any disparnzement of the many promis-
ing young gentlemen who now fill the offices of distret and county
attorneys. Lawyers of emineuce generaily will not fill these otlices
uoder existing circumstances In trials for the wost heinous
crimes, a scene is often wiinessed in the court house discreditable to
the State and ruinous to the public interest, which is, where acrim-
inal is beinu defended by a number of the ablest lawyers iu the coun-
try, opposed by sowe clever young man of respectable ability, with
the additional disadvantage of p werful influences being exerted
outside of the court house for the acquittal of the criminal, which
he has no power to counteract.

To remedy this defect, I recommended that the Legislature would
take steps to amend the Constitution so as to have the oflice of dis-
trict attorney to be tilled by the appointment of the Goveroor, und
to provide for it in every judicial districr, with a salary the same as
that of the office of the district judge. Further experience and ob-
servalion convinces me that, unless that or some other adequate
remedy is resorted to, the criminal laws will never be properly exe-
cuted in this State.

The second great defect is in ti.e failure of peace officers to report
offenses, so as to have prosecutions instituted, which is made their
especial duty by the law, where they have knowledge or credible
information that offenses have been commitied.

It is hardly necessary here to specify the numerous offenses that
receive popular toleration, thoush well known to be continually
committed, which are occasionully prosecuted in o way, to impose
upon the perpetrators a sort of tax for the benetit of the officers,
without in the least degree preventing a repelition of the offenses.

It is, however, due to those officers (o state, that iu the more seri-
ous offenses, such as murder, robbery, and theft, they have exerted
vigilance and prompt activity in making arrests, and do not now
usually wait for rewards to be offered, before bestirring themselves
in the discharge of their duties.

REWARDS.

I respectfully refer you to my message, giving an account o.f the
mouey paid out on my order for rewards for the arrest of criminals,
fees of attorneys, etc.

My course has been to issue rewards freely and promptly for the
arrest and return of criminals who have fled to other States, regu-
lating the amount given according to the wagnitude of the offense,
the distance and cxpense of travel, and a reasonable compensation
for the service and risk. The payment of the rewards have been
conditioned upon the requisition being strictly complied with, by
getting a warrant of arrest from the Governor of the State to whom
1t is directed, so as to prevent the practice of kidnapping criminals
in other States

‘When sureties on bail-bonds have applied for requisitions to ar-
rest their principals, » small reward has been given to encourage
them in their efforts. Open rewards, when the criminal is within
the State, or when his residence is unknown, have teen seldom
granted, with an occasional exception, in cases of secret crimes,
when the perpetrators are unknown,

By pursuing the policy here indicated, the peace oflicers of the
State are thrown upon their official responsibility in the regular dis-
charge of their duties, the expenditure of moncy under my control
has been kept within reasonable hounds, and a lirge namber of
criminals have been arrested, most of whom Lave Leen brousht
back from other States, at a reasonable cost, =

REMISSION OF FINES AND FORFEITURES.

The power grunted to the chief executive on this subjeet, like the
pardonine power, is not eapable of being eontrolled by any definitg
previously specificd rules of action.  Being an extraordinary rowep
it was evidentiy intended to prevent accidental injustice, or undye
hardships of a serious character, and not as one of the ordinary pro.
cesses in the execution of the criminal law, as it has been almosgy,
continually attempted to be made, frequently on very frivolous pre.
tences of werit, supported by petitions numerously signed.

Where fines huve been exorbitant, payment of part, when practi-
cable, or some other punishment, has been usually required as g
counditinn upon which the balunce was remitted.

When the remission of a forfeiture of 2 Lail bond has been sought,
and it has been satisfactorily sbhown that the sureties have expended
mounev in good faith, and in a practical way, for the arrest of their
principals, the nmount thus expended has been remitted in their fa-
vor. This has been a standing rule, to encourage such efforts.

Generally, however, the remissions, for whatever ciuse made,
have Deen in a way to nol deprive the otficers of their full commis.
sions, unless the judgment was clearly shown to be unjustly or ille-
gally, or inadveriantly rendered.

PARDONS AND COMMUTATIONS.

Notwithstanding that public notice was given in my first utter.
ances as Governor that I did not intend to be made a high court of
appeals io criminal cases. there have been presented to me in four
years cleven hundred and fifty original applications for pardons,
commutations and remissions in eriminal cases, amounting to nearly
six per week upon an average, which I bave carefully examiued and
decided, as is shown by the books and papers in the Exccutive otfice,
This does not include the hundreds of second applications made in
these cases, and in cases that bhad been presented to my predeces-
sors, A few of them presented grounds for action worthy of con-
sideration, Most of them presented some frivolous excuse, or the
blame of some other person or persons, or that the punishmentlal-
ready, however short, was thought suflicient, or family respecta-
bility, or poverty of family, or youthfuiness, or old age, or perma-
nent or aceidental drunkenuess, or geoeral sympathy, or a nuwmer-
ously signed petition, or alleged innorence, as shown by affidavits
taken er parte, or unjust or illegal convictions.

The getting up and presenting or forwarding to me such appli-
tions has become o part of some luwyers' practice for compensation,
and others of them, and other most respectable gentlemen, engage
in it occasionally from sympathy, or fricadship for relatives of the
unfortunate persouns, :

These indiscriminate applications to the Chiet Executive, to pre-
vent or modity the execution of the law, sanctioned by the respecta-
bility and great numbers of persons who enlist their efforts, or care-
essly give their numes as signers to petitioons, in favor of convicted
eriminals beine relieved from punishment, has a bad effect upon
the ¢riminals themselves, and o most demoralizing effect upon com-
munitics where the efforts are made by its tendency to alleviate and
detract from the enormity of crime, and to prevent its public con-
demnation, us fixed by Iaw and property adjudged by the courts.

Though the Governor 1s not responsible, except to his conscience
and sense of right, for the manuer in which he has exercised this
extraordinary power entrusted to him, it 14 deemed proper that he
should disclose to his constitrents, whom you also represent, the
principles which have controlled his action.

The leading one has been to place good conduct and reformation
in the penitentiary at a premium, and to do it in such a way that all
will be encouraged to work and act for it, and thereby have their
timies of service diminished, They have been thus taught to rely
upon self-effort, rather than upon outside influences, to obtain relief.
Tnis, I have been assured, has had a powerful effect in aid of the
governnient of the convicts. By extra good conduct, some convicts
have been pardoned, and the time of service of others has teen
shiortened by commutation, every year of my service. Boys under
sixtecn, couvicted of theft, or of similar offenses, have been par-
doned after six, eizht, or twelve months’ servitude, on aceount of
their tender age. A list of their names has been sent for and fur-
nished to me for that purpose once each year.

Convicts that have become permanently diseased, or badly crip-
pled in the service, have been pardoned. In cases of murder, it
has usually been required that a statement of the facts in the evi-
dence should be furnished for examination, before acting on the ap-
plications.

A few have been pardoned because I have been satisfied of their
innucence.

A few have had the death penalty commuted to labor in the peni-
tentiary for life, because, after a full consideration of the evidence,
I did not believe they ought to suifer death, and in all such cases
my rensons at length have been assigned. Thus a continual effort
hus been made to uid in the proper execution of the criminal law,
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guided by some principle of justice and of right, and not by mere
extraneous influences.
PENITENTIARIES.

The report of the Penitentiary Board will show what efforts have
been made to complete the two penitentiaries, and to have placed
within their walls as many convicts as practicable.

EXTRADITION AGENTS,

On account of the facility of criminals in crossing the Rio Grande
from either side, to avoid arrests and prosecutions, it becanie neces
sary to appoint all of the county judges and district judges whose
surisdictions reached thac river, extradition agents in behalt of

exas, accompunying their appointments with a circular letter
requesting their acceptance and action, and a copy of the extradi-
fion trealy between the United States and Mexico of 1861. Upon
communicating these facts to the Governors of the adjoiving States
in Mexico favorable answers were received, giving assurances of
similar action on their part.

Since that has been done very little trouble has been experienced
in that matter.

FRONTIER BATTALION AND POLICE FORCE.

The report of the Adjutant Geoeral will show that the Frontier
Battalion and Special Pulice Force have done good service in arrest-
ing criminals and in preserving peace and good order in the western
and southwestert portions of the State. Since the lndian depreda-
tions have ceased that hias beeu their exclusive business, and, that
they might feel and fully understand their full responsibility as
peace officers, copies of the digest of the laws have been furnished
to the compunies. As the railroads advanced through those unset-
tled or sparsely settled portions of the State, and as the settlements
have advanced rapidly out upon the recediny frontier, it has been
practicable to diminish greatly the annual expenditures for the sup-
port of these forces.  The same causes still cortinuing and increas-
ing, will enable o further diminution to be gradually made in the
expeoditures. The existence of such o force has been an absolute
pecessity, nnd it must in some degree continue to be 50 as long ns
there are large sections of the State sparsely settled, 1u which band
men combine to commit depredations, and evade, or defy, or con-
trol the coostituted authorities of the rountry.

Al of these subjects have been adverted to, because they directly
or indirectly relale to what has been done in the effort to enforce the
laws of the State.

PUBLIC LANDS. >

During the early part of my firgt term of office as Governor, there
was an effort to provide the means to prevent the increase of the
public debt. As it had been increasing from year to yeur, notwilh-
standing oo sinking fund had been paid, and the ad valorem taxes
were fifty cenls to the one hundred dollars worth of property, it
was thoughr expedient to use a part of the unappropriated public
lands for that purpose, which resulted in the passuge of a law, at
the special session of 1879, approved fourteenth of July, of that

year, setting apart the lands in the *‘Pacific reservation,” aod io -

many couaties indicated by name, then unorganized, and the pieces
of land less than 640 acres in the organized counties, amounting, as
estimated, about eight millions of ncres, and directing it to be sold
at fifty cents per acre, alter the lands for the new State Capitol had
been selected and surveyed, and applying the proceeds of such
sale, one-haif to the public free schvols, and one-half to the pay-
ment of the public debt.

There was generally but little known of these lands in the unor-
ganized counties, and but little demand for them, until sume time
after the survey of the capitol lands. The price set upon them by
the law was much above the value set upon the lands of individuals
that had been previously located in said unorganized counties.

When the Board, compnsed of the Governor, Atlorney-General,
and Secretury of State, in 1880, valued the capitol lands at the min-
imum price of fifty cents per acre, they had evidence of respectable
persons engaged in the land business in that section, that lands
.could be bought there from individuals at a much less price, The
Capito! Board, upon the second effort to sell 50,000 acres of the most
valuable lands in the capital reservation, got for them but lictle over
fifty cents per acre.

The public notoriety given to these lands hy the contract made
for the building of the new capitol, and their cheapness, compared
to the price of similar lands in other States, began to attract the ai-
tention of capitalists, speculators, and stockmen for some time he-
fore the cali for the meeting of the Legislature, issued on the first
of March, 1882, in which legislation in regard to these reserved
lands was specified, and by which call the Legisiature did meet on
the sixth of April, followiug.

It was then recommended that the minimum price of these re
served lands should be ruised to one dollar, and that two millions of
acres of them should be set apart to the University, not so much as
a gratuitous douation as in compensation, and as & substitute for

Jands taken away from the University by the Constitution of 18786,
which was then fully explained. Bills to protect these lands and to
set apart & portion of them passed the Senate, but failed to be passed
in the House of Representatives. It may be asked why it was

proper that these lands should have been valued and offered at fifty

cents per acre, and in three short years, an effort was made to raise
the price to one dollar per acre. These lands mny he worth from
five to tifty cdollars per acre, when the time arrives, at which they
can be put fully into practical use as agricultural and pastoral lands.
Most of them then were not and practically could not be used for
any purpose, and the value of tifty cents was then properly placed
upon them, upon an estimate, based upon the experience of the
past, nnd upou the prospects under the then existing circumstances,
as to the length of time that might elapse before the lunds could
be thus utilized, and bring their full intrinsic value.

If the purchaser had bought them then, he would have paid the
full value (more than they brought at private sale), nnd he would
have taken the risk of currying them with the necessary expense.
In three years the whole prospect, as to the length of tiwe for their
utilization, had changed by the extensive information of their qual-
ity and uses, that had, during that time, been acquired, and unpre-
cedented demund for such lands, which could hardly have been an-
ticipated. Hence, upon this mode of calculating the value of wild
lands, which must always be resorted to in order to fix any value
upon them at ull, these lauds were better worth one dollar per
acre, ags o purely business transaction, in April, 1832, than fifty
cents per acre in July, 1870, when they were first offered for sale.
It was therefore proper that the State should then have raised the
price to at leust thnt amount,

Had the recommendation been heeded, and favorably acted on,
Texas would have now either many millions of acres of land that
have Leen soll, or the purchase of them secired under the law, or
double the amount of money for which they have been and will be sold.

For, as [ Jearn from the Cormmissioner of the General Land Of-
fice, there was filed in his office up to March 1, 1882, applications for
278,383 acres of these lands, but payment bad been made upon 193, -
446 acres of them, and over 110,000 acres of them were ‘‘scraps,”
that i3, small tracts of less than 040 acres in orgavized counties, and
only about 80,u00 acres, in the unorganized counties; where the
great bodies of these lands are situated.

Since the adjournment of the special session, on the fifth of May,
1882, there have bien, up to the first of January, 1883, filed in his
office applications, for 3,150,480 ucres, and he has unofficial, though
reasooably accurate information, of applications to be shortly made,
in the time allowed by law, for ubout 3,201,000 acres, muking the ap-
pl'cation filed und to be filed since the close of the special session for
6,450,440, of these lands sold, and to be sold at fifty cents per acre
by the State.

It would be useless now to recount the conflicting views in the
Legisiature, and the objects, of interest and of speculation outside
of it, which may have tcnded to prevent the enactment, of the meas-
ures recommended. ‘Their failure has premitted this sacrifice of the
property of the State, by its sale at a price far below its value, as is
evidenced by the brokerage speculations made in the sales of it to
capitalists.

TIE UNIVERSITY OF TEXASR.

All of the branches of the State University have now been lo-
cated, the main branch at Austin, the medical department at Galves
ton, the Agricul'ural and Mechanical College at Bryan, and, at the
late geoeral election, the branch university for colored youths at
Austin.  The Agricultural and Mechanical College is the only
branch. now in operation. It needs additional aid to complete
its arrangements for teacbing the scicoce and practice of agricul-
tare and the mechanical arts. The Bourd of Regents contem-
plate putting the main brapnch at Austin in operation during the
tall of the present year, when the west wing of the magni-
ficent building on College Hill shall have been cowpleted.
They will lack the means necessary to do it properly, whick,
hnwever, cun be readily and justly provided by the sction
of this Legislature. The medical brancl nd the branch for colored
youths have had no provision for  .m whatever. Now that
these four branches of are awaiting ample provision to make them
constitute *‘a University of the tirst class,” as required of the Legis-
lature, ‘‘as snon as practicable,” by the Constitution of the State,
the propriety and necessity of the urgent efforts previously made by
the friends of education to have such ample provision made, and all
of the branches placed under one Bourd of Regents for their man-
agement, are now ohvious. This subject was brought to the atten-
tion of the last Legislature, convened in special session in April of
Jast year, with a full explanation of the inadequacy of the means
previously provided, and of the practicabjlity then of making such
ample provision without any material detriment to any other inter-
ests of the State. A bill for that purpose passed the Senate, but
failed to be passed in the House of Representatives.
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It was recommended that the bounds reported formerly as of
doubtfu! validity, amounting to one hundred and thirty-four thou-
sand dollars, issued in 1867, be recognized as valid, and the interest
accrued thereon up to the eighteenth of April, 1876, thn'the
present Constitution went into effect, amounrjing to over six'y
thousand dollars, be invested in similar five per cent bonds, and the
interest accrued since that time, amounting to about eighteen thou-
sand dollars, be appropriated in money, to become a part of the
available fund for present use; that the one willion of acres that
had been set apart and surveyed be sold or leased, the interest upon
the sale of which, if sold on time, could be made available annunlly
by an amendment of the Conpstitution; that two millions of acres of
Jands be set apart out of 1he lands reserved to pay the public debt,
in such a manner as would not interf.re with the interest in them of
the public free schools. Nearly all of those lands set apart to pay
the public debt have either been seld or surveyed for purchasers, by
which a right -to purchase them has been legally secured, and the
money, amounting to several millions of dollars, has been paid and

" will very soon be paid into the State Treasury for said lands, one-
half of which will be the fund, which' may be appropriated to pay
the public debt. That fund unlike that of the public free schools,
is still under the control of the Legislature as to its dispnsition, and
one million of dollars, the proceeds of two millions of acres of said
Jands, may still beset apart to the University, if the Legislature
should choose to do it.

Under the Constitution (Art. 7, Sec. 4), the Legislature cannot
appropriate revenue to erect buildings for the University, nor for the
establishment and.maintainance of the bLranch university for col-
ored youths; therefore any enlargement of that part of the main
University now being built, and the erection of buildings for the
medical branch, and the egtab]ighment and maintainance of the
branch for colored youths, must be indefinitely postponed; and the
main University itself will not have the means to purchase a library,
apparatus and necessary furniture to start with ordinary respecta
bility, if the opportunity, still available, is allvwed to pass without
appropriating a portion of this fund to the University, including its
several branchbes, A reason why a liberul appropriation should he
made at once, it anything further is intended to be done for the
University, is that any amount of money, however small, unless it
be interest of its fund, Las to be placed at once in the permavent
fund, and cannot be used otherwise thap to draw interest after in-
vestment. (Con., Art. 17, Sec. 11).

The requirenient of the Constitution und the unmistakeable mani-
festation of an eslightened public sentiment in favor of a liberal
endowment of the University will doubtless be sufficiently appre-
ciated and respecied by the honored representatives of the peuple,
ag to render any argument unnecessary to stimulate them to action
in a measurs so0 important to the well-being of the State and its
people at prescnt, as well as in all future time.

PUBLIC FREE SCHOOLS.

The leading features of our public free school system are such us
ave given to it by the Copstitution of the State, and such as are
given to it by the laws passed since the adoption of the present Con-
stitution,

First, by the Copstitution it is made ‘* the duty of the Legislature.

to establish and make suitable provision for the support and mala-
tenance of an efficient system of public free schools.” (Article 7,
sec. 1.)

It may be supported by the levy of taxes, the same a: any other
object of government, and is thereby made a part of the ordinary
operations of its administrations, the same as the courts, the collec-
tion of taxes, quarantioe, the peniteatiaries, the University, or any
other. (Article 3, sec. 48.)

1t is given a permanent fund in lands, Jand sale notes and bonds,
which, with the intercst tlereon, is protected from being appro-
priated to any other object. (Article 7.)

A part of the revenue shall be set apart to it nnnually, not exceed
ing one-fourth thereof, and a psll tax ot one dollar, together with
the interest of its permanent fund. (Ib.)

This, constituting the available fund, shall be distributed to the
counties annually, according to the scholastic population of each, to
be applied as may be provided by law. (Ib.)

No part of it can Le appropriated or used far the support of any
sectarian school. (Ib.)

Each county shall have the benefit in its schools of the interest
quon the bonds, purchased by the sale of its four leagucs of land.
(Ib.)

Separate schools are required to be provided for white and col-
ored children, avd an impartial provision shall be made for both. (Ib.)

*The Goveroar, Comptrolier, and Secretary of State shall consii-
tute & Board of Eduvcation, who shall distribute said funds to the
several counties, ant perform such other duties concerning public
schools as may be prescribed by law.” (Ib.)

The Legislature may constitute any city or town a separate and

independent school district, which under certain regulations, may
levy and collect an additional tax for its schools. (Article 10, sec,
10.)

These provisious have been thus collated that it may be seen
that they constitute within themselves a complete and consistent
system, not as a separate, distinct department, but to be one of the
ordinary operations of the government, bath in its goveroment and .
in the provision to be made for its support, except only that it hag
the advantage of a separate fund to aid in its support.

It leaves to the Legislature the autbority and duty of prescribing
by law what part of the whole amount of the annual revenue, not
exceeding one-fourth, shall be appropriated, how the money, annu-
ally distributed to the counties, shall be applied, in carrying on their
schools, and what other duties, concerning public schaols, besides
that of making the distribution of the annual available school fund,
shall be perfuormed by the Board of Education, created by the Con-
stitution. Secondly, the law of 1876, passed by the Legislature to
carry out these provisions, and the amendments since made to it,
were shaped io harmony with them, by waking the county judge
the general director of the machinery for establishing the schools
within his couaty, by making school commmunities to depeod upon
the mutual assnciation of citizens having scholars within the pre-
scribed scholastic age, from eight to fourteep, inclusive, and not by
territorial divisions into school districts, by placing schools under
the control of trustees, chosen from the patrons, who select and
make contracts with the teachers, aud otherwise attend to the carry-
ing on of the schools, by requiring teachers to be examined, and to
be paid according to the grades of certificates of qualiticution as
tenchers, into three classes, first, second and third; by muking tui.
tion free to the pupils within the scholastic age, in the vrdinary
branches of a comwmon education, as in * orthography, reading,
writing, English grammar, composition, geogruphy and arithmetic;”
Ly permitting scholars, not of the scholastic age, to attend the
schools upon payment of tuition, and by regulating the manner in
which towns and cities can institute their own schools, and have
them taught for a lopger time than they could be taught by the
money furnished to them by the State in its annual distribution,

Thus our school system has been identified and connected with
the civil gnvernment throughout, and made part of it, withits imme-
diute control localized where its benefits are to be realized.

That this system, ever since its adoption, has worked well and has
continued to improve from year to year, is demonstrated, not only
by the reports of the Board of Education, but by the gradual with-
drawal of public opposition to free public schools, by the increased
and continually increasing interest tuken in them in all parts of the
Btate, and by the confidence that has been generally inspired, that
a good and eticient system of public free schools can be built upon
the foundations already laid, without an unreasonahle burden of
taxation, if the leading features of the system are preserved and
improved upon as the fluancial ability of the State und the increase
of its owa school fund may justify it.

I should not have deemed it necessary to have thas presented this
subject at the ciose of my administration, but from the fact that for
years past there have been, and now are, in this State, persons who
have been, and are, aclively enguged in the effort to overrurn this
system, or to fundamentally refurm it so as to conform in effect to
the system established in Texas under the Constitution of 1869.

The leading features nf the gystem attempted to be imposed upon
the State are the creation of u separate department of the government,
the appointment of a State Superintendent, District Supervisors and
County Superintendents, with power tocontrol the whoele machinery
of the schuols und matters relating to them, and with competent
saluries for their support; also, a speciol tax levied to support the
schools, and their vast independent machinery of officers, for nine or
ten months in the year, with an increase in the period of the scholas-
tic age, and u consequent enlargement of degrees of education ta be
paid for by the State.

Such a separate scholastic establishment would annually cost
more money than the whole amount of taxes collected off of the peo-
ple of Texas for all the expenses of the government. It would
lead to a central contral that would supercede the local control of
the schools. ' There are now seven thousaud teachers of those
schools, with a regular increase every year. This numerous body of
teachers wounld be embodied in & common purpose of self-aggran-
dizement by this central controlling power, and would exert an in-
fluence all over the State for more and greater advantages for the
whole class of persons engaged in this business. The tiaxpayer
would grudgingly pay his special school tx, as it would increase
frow time to time, and it would become odious, as most rpecial taxes
for the bencfit of a class of persons ure. Other interests in the ad-
ministration of the government, that wintld be less fuvored, would
combine and make war on it as a political machine working for
class legislation, It would finally be ubundoned, if not (as & similar
system formerly existing) in disgust, at least, as impracticable.
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The moving cause of this effort is not that four, five, and six
months, as now taught in the common schools each year, for six
years, is not sufficient to teach children reasonably well in the
branches of common education herctofore named, but because it
does ot give constant employment and adequale compensation to
competent teachers, and the standard of common education is not
sufficiently high. These objects are certainly very desirable, when
their attainment shal! become practlicable.

But the question is bow, and by what means, shall their attain-
ment becowe practicable  Surely, the State is not bound to provide
for a higher standard of education for the masses of its people, than
that which will tit them for intelligent citizenship in a republican
government. The standard fixed in Jaw is certainly high enough to
enable the masses of people generally, who receive the berefit of it.
to have that general diffusion of knowledge, which is ‘‘essential to
the preservation of the liberties and rights of the people.” That is
the object, indicated by the copstitution, and of necessity fixes im-
pliedly a limitation upon the power and duty of taxation for that
object, Any thing in excess of that is beyond any established
theory or principle of the obligation of the State to promote the
geueral education of the masses of its people. Something else,
than an increased and special taxation, must be resorted to. Our
many millions of acres of school lands may be utilized by sale or
lease. 80 as to largely increase the available school fund to be annu-
ally distributed, as it has been doing for a few years past; still it
will be found when that fund is fully matured, the rapid increase of
our population will, before many decades, have caught up with it,
£0 that its proportion to the scholastic population will then be no
greater than it is now, after which time it will gradually get less.

The only practicable permadent remedy for the attainment of the
desirable objects that have heen named will be tourd iu the encour-
agement of more towns and cities to assume the control of their
own schools; in the formation of permanent school districts in the
counties, wherein the residents can tax themsclves when the popu-
lation hecowes sufliciently dense (which will require & change in the
Couastitution); and uptil that can be done, in arousing public senti-
ment in favor of higher education, that will induce free public
schools to be attended by a greater number of scholars not within
the scholastic age, the compensation for whose tuition by those who
receive the benefit of it will gradually lengthen the terms of the
schools and increase the compensation of the teachers.

The State having tilled the measure of its duty, reliance must be
placed on local taxation and compensation from the individuals
benefited to furnish the means for longer terms, better pay, and a
higher standard of education in the public free schools of the State.
And this must be the case under the present system, or uonder any
other that may supplant it, without imposing such burdens of taxa-
tion upon the people as they will not bear any length of time.
Amendments may, and doubtless will, be made upon the present
school law to perfect it more and more, from time to time, as its de-
fects are made known in its practical operation.

One of the greatest obstacles in the way of reaching proper con-
clusions by educators, and many other friends of education. is their
constant failure to keep strictly in view the specific objects of thz
State in instituting public schools, as indicated by the Constitution
and laws of the State

Tbey habitually devise plans for general education, irrespective of
the school in which it is to be taught ; whercas the object of the
State in regard to each scheol is specific. For instance. the public
free schools are instituted and regulated by the Constitution and law
to teach the mass of people such brauclies only as are oecessary for
intelligent citizenship in arepublican government. Normal schools
are instituted to train and perfect the « ducation of pupils sufficiently
to enable them to be competeut teachers in the public free schools.
Summer oormal institutes are desigoed to train and improve teach
ers Who are already engaged in the business of teaching.

The Institutes for the Deaf and Dumb, and for the Blind, are de-
signed to teach pupils such things as will best enable them to supply
the want of the lacking faculties, as far a< practicable.

The Agricultural and Mechanieal College is designed to teach’

learning in agriculture and the mechanic arts, and tue natural sci-
cnces connected therewith.

The University is designed fo, teach the higher grades of lecarning
and science, and to qualify persons for the learued professions,

A proper apprcinvvion of these specific objects will serve as a
guide in the estimate of what should be taught, and of- the extent
of the means to be used in their support. respectively.

I respectfully refer you to the reports of the Board of Education,
of the Board of Reurnts of the University, and other reports of
those institutions, with a request for a due con~ideration of the facts
presented and recommendations therein contained.

STATE EXECUTIVE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEEsS OF THE GOVERNMENT.

In the close of my administrationgy take pleacure in bearing wit-
ness to the general faithfulness and ability of the executive officers

and otber employces of the government, in the discharge of their
duties; and to the agreeablv and courteous association in all of the
official relations in which I have participated.
0. M. ROBERTS,"
Governor.

Senator Matlock offered the following resolution:

Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Teras, That tive thousand
copies of the Governor's message be printed. .

Senator Pfeuffer moved to amend by providing that one
thousand copies be printed in German. Accepted.

Senator Gibbs moved to refer to Committee on Public
Printing. ‘

Senator Johoston of Shelby, moved to amend by substi-
tuting ¢ Senate ” for “ Legislature,” in the resolution. Ac-
cepted by Senator Matlock, and the motion of Seuator
Gibbs to refer;to Committee on Public Printiug adopted,
and resolution so referred.

Senator Shannon introduced a bill entitled “ An act to
amend gection 1133, Revised Statutes of the State of
Texas.” Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 1.

Senator Jones’ resolution of yesterday, permitting Sena-
tors to subscribe for fifty copies each of daily papers con-
taining proceedings of the Legislature, to be paid for out of
the contingent fund, was taken up with report and gubsti-
tute of committee.

Senator Kleberg offered the following amendment:
Amend by striking out “fifty copies,” and inserting “ one
copy.”

Sermator Johnson, of Collin, in addressing the Senate
upon the resolution, was called to order by Senator Pfeuffer,
on the ground that he was not addressing himself to the
question under discussion. Point of order overruled.

Senator Jones moved to lay amendmenton the table. Car-
ried by the following vote, and amendment lost:

YEAB—18.
Chesley, Houston, Peacock,
Davis, Johnston of Shelby, Perry,
Evans, Jones, Pfeutfer,
Farrar, King, Pope,
Fowler, Martin, Stratton,
Gibbs, Matlock, Terrell.
NAYs —12,
Buchanan, (tooch, Paiton,
Collins, Harris, Randolph,
Fleming, Jolnson of Collin, Shannon,
(etzendaner, Kleberg, Traylor.

Senator Collins offered the following ameudment. In-
gsert * twenty-five” in place of “fifty” copies. Lost, and
committee substitute adopted by the following vote:

YEAS—23§.

Buchanan, Harris, Perry,
Chesley, Houston, Pfeuffer,
Davis, Jolnston of Shelby, Pope,
Evans, Jones, Randolph,
Farrar, King, Shannon,
Fleming, Murtin, Stratton,
Fowler Matlock, Terrell,
Gibbs Peacock, Traylor.
Gooch, N

- NAYS—),
Collins, Johnson of Collin Patton.
Getzendaner, Kleberg,

Resolution, as substituted, adopted.

Senator Chesley offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That 100 copies of the acts of the extra session of the
Sixteenth Legislature be provided for the use of the Senate; and
that the Committee on Public Priuting have thqm printed and placed
upon the desks of the Senators as early us possible. R

Referred to Committee on Public Printing, on motion of
Senator Gooch.
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. On motion of Senator Gooch, Senator Coopur was ex-
cused on account of sickness for Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday of this weck.

Senator Peacock moved to adjourn until to-morrow
morning at 10 o’clock. )

Senator King moved to amend by substituting “Mon-
day ” for “to-morrow.” Amendment lost.

Motion of Senator Peacock to adjourn until to morrow
morning at 10+0’clock adopted, and Senate adjourned.

FOURTH DAY.

SenaTe CHAMBER, )
AvusTiv, January 12, 1883. |

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. Lieutenant-
Governor Storey iu the chair.

Roll called. Quorum present.

Prayer by the Chaplain.

Oun motion of Senator Matlock, the reading of the jour-
nal of yesterday was dispensed with.

Senator Davis offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to confer with
a like committee from the House to arrange the time, place and
manner of opening, counting and publishing the returns mentioned
in section 3, article 4 of the Constitution.

Adopted.

Senator Chessley offered the following joint resolution:

Resolved, That the Committee on State Asylums be requested to
ascertain at as early n day as practicable what further legisiation is
necessury to make the Lunatic Asylum adequate to the wants of
the State,and to report bv bill or otherwise.

Adopted. ’

The President appointed Senators Davis, Houston and
Gibbs a committee to act with a like committee from the
House for the purposes stated in resolution.

Senator Chesley introduced a joint resolution amending
section 3, article 7, and section 10, article 11 of the Con-
stitution of Texas. Referred to Committee on Constitu-
tional Amendments.

Sepnator Traylor introduced the following bills: “ An
act creating, establishing and directing the laying out cer-
tain roads as first-class roads, and fixing a penalty for ob-
structing the same.” Referred to Committee on Roads and
Bridges. : :

“An act entitled an act to provide for the payment of
fees to county judges, justices of the peace, sheriffs,
constables, district and county attorneys, for services

rendered in examining courts in felony cases.” Referred
to Judiciary Committee No. 2.
Senator Jones introduced the following bill:  “An act

to amend article 1223 of the Revised Civil Statutes of the
State of Texas.” Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

Senator Kleberg introduced the following bills:

“ A bill to amend article 2266, chapter 4, title 38, Re-
vised Statutes.” Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 1.

“A bill to amend article 1000, chapter 1, title 13, Code
of Criminal Procedure.” Referred to Jndiciary Commit-
tee No. 2.

“A bill to amend article 240, title 8, chapter 6, Penal
Code.” Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2, ’

“A bill amending article 800, chapter 3, title 9, of the
Code of Criminal Procedure.” Referred to Judiciary
Committee No. 2.

Senator Getzendaner offered the following joint resolu-
tion: * Joint resolution to submit amendment to section
9, article 8, of the Constitution.” Referred to Committee
on Constitutional Amendments.

Senator Johnsoun of Collin introduced a bill to be entitled
“An et to amend the Penal Code,.and relating to trespacs
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upon enclosed lands.” Referred to Judiciary Committey
No. 2.

‘Senator Evans introduced a bill to be entitled “An gt
to amend article 2863, chapter 4, title 50, of the Revigeq
Civil Statutes.” Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 'y

Senator Perry introduced a bill to be entitled ““ An act
to amend article 2231, chapter 2, title 38, of the Reviged
Statutes of the State of Texas, providing for taking the
Referred to Judiciary Commit.

Senator Matlock introduced a bill to be entitled © An act
to amend 4758, 4750, 4759a_and to create article 47594
chapter 5, title 95, of the Revised Civil Statutes.” Re--
ferred to Judiciary Committee No. 1.

Senator Patton, by request, introduced a bill to be en-
titled “ An act to provide annual pensions for the surviv-
ing soldiers and sailors of the Texas revolution and the
surviving signers of the declaration of Texas indepen-
dence, and the surviving widows of such soldiers, sailors
and signers.” Referred to Committee on State Affairs.

Senator Terrell offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Committee on State Affairs be requested to ex-
anine, and report by bill or otherwise, whut action is needed by this
State to secure & recognition by the United States of the right of
Texas to land embraced in Greer county.

Referred to Committee on Federal Relations.

Senator Getzendaner introduced the following resolu-
tion:

‘Resolved by the Senate, Whereas, the proper care of the number .
of insane persons as reported in the State makes an extensive ad-
dition to the present Lunatic Asylum necessary; and, whereas, it is
not deomed for the best interest for that unfortunate class that such
laree numbers should be kept together; therefore, be it :

Resolred, That the Committee on State Asylums inquire into the
expedivncy of establishing a branch lunatic asylum at some other
point in the State, and report by bill or otherwise.

Referred to Committee on State Asylums.

Senator Fowler introduced a bill entitled “An act to
amend articles 314 and 315 of the Penal Code.” Referred
to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

Also, a bill entitled “An act to amend article 180 of the
Penal Code.” Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

Senator Gibbs introduced the following bills:

A bill to be entitled “An act to giveto each unorganized
county in this State a county surveyor.” Referred to Com-
mittee on Public Lands. ‘

A bill to be entitled “An act to provide for running and
marking the boundary lines of all unorganized countics now
existing in the State of Texas.” Referred to Committee
on Counties and County Boundaries.

A bill to be entitled “An act to provide for leasing the
unorganized county school leagues” Referred to Com-
mittee on Public Lands.

Senator Buchanan introduced the following bills:

“Anp act to authorize and require the county commission-
ers’ courts of the several counties in this State to provide
for the payment of all claims due teachers of public free
schools, audited as valid clalms under acts of the Legisla-
ture of Texas, approved August 7, 1876, or April 22, 1879.”
Referred to Committee on Educational Affairs.

A bill entitled “An act to amend article 1544 of the Re-
vised Statutes, relative to the ‘jurisdiction of justices’
courts.” _ Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 1.

A bill entitled “An act to amend article 1164 of the Re-
vised Civil Statutes of Texas, relative to the jurisdiction of
county courts.” Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 1.

Senator Pope introduced a bill entitled “An act to nmend' -
article 2863 of the Revised Civil Statutes of the State of
Texas.” Referred to Judiciary Coinmittee No. 2.

Also, a bill entitled “A® act to amend articles 503 and



